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ANTARCTICA
When to go?
Timing is everything right?
The time you choose to travel to Antarctica may make or your
break your bucket list. If the whales are a passion, then
choosing to travel in November is not going to end well when
you vessel turns and heads back on to the Drake Passage and
you have seen just a few flukes. Below we have quickly
summarised each of the three distinct seasons in Antarctica
and the experiences each of them brings.
Early Summer: October – November
Pristine landscapes | Abundance of sea ice | Perfect twilight hues
for photography | Good wildlife in South Georgia
Early summer voyages are excellent options for a number of
reasons, they are also excellent value as it is a quieter time for
both visitors and wildlife. At this time of year, Antarctica is just
waking from the depth of a long and dark Antarctic winter. The
Antarctic landscape is cloaked in beautiful virgin snow, the
snow level reaches down to the Antarctic shores, penguins are
not in abundance which is good on the nose and importantly
not many ships travel at this time. Arriving at landing sites,
where the snow is perfect and there is not a footprint or
Penguin highway to be seen, you’ll have a great sense of what it
was like for the early explorers to first arrive.
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Early season voyages to
Antarctica combine
perfectly with South
Georgia, this way you
experience the calm before
the storm in Antarctica and
have amazing wildlife
opportunities in South
Georgia. Access to many landing sites on South Georgia are more
accessible early in the season, before the Elephant seal breeding
cycle begins in the coming months, making many sites too
dangerous.
Summer: December – January
Whales | Midnight Sun | Christmas & New Year in Antarctica |
Penguin chicks hatch & Seal pups born
Sailing in Antarctica under the Midnight Sun is when Antarctica is
in full swing. It’s a magical time to experience, as the warmer
months make travel more comfortable, whales arrive in vast
numbers, penguin chicks hatch and seal pups are born. The
melting sea ice and icebergs open up narrow channels allowing
us to explore further south. If you looking for something special
to do over the festive season, what better way to celebrate the
ultimate white Christmas or see in the New Year at the end of the
world.
On South Georgia, breeding cycles begin and Elephant seals put
on ferocious displays as they protect their harem from younger
males.
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During December the first
of the East Antarctica
voyages to Commonwealth
Bay depart and the Ross
Sea voyages follow shortly
after in early January. These
locations are the most
southern destinations that
one can travel to without flying, so it’s important to leave later in
the season in order to give the sea-ice a chance to melt and break
away.

Late Summer: February – March
Whale breaching displays peak | Fledgling penguin chicks | Penguin
chicks & Seal pups more active | Leopard Seals | Perfect twilight hues
for photography
February is an amazing time to be in Antarctica when so many
elements come together to create a truly magnificent experience.
At this time the weather is still welcoming, the days are
reasonably warm and the wildlife is in absolute abundance. With
winter looming, the animals on the continent are preparing for
their migrations or to head back to sea, activity is at its peak as
whales consume huge amounts of krill, penguin chicks and seal
pups learn to swim, leopard seals arrive for a quick snack and the
sun starts to set lower creating magnificent twilight hues and
shadows across the landscape. February is just outside peak
season but with all the benefits, you will notice cruise and flight
prices drop significantly compared to December and January
options.
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In March we start to see the
penguin and seals numbers
thin, however, whale
numbers are still at their
peak and they are in a
feeding frenzy. During
February algae in the
Antarctic waters clears and
allows the krill to the surface, this, in aturn, brings the whales up

from the depths to feed on the surface. This is the time when
whale encounters are at their peak, breaching displays are at
their best and close encounters are at their most likely. March
voyages are shoulder season and you will again see more
competitive voyage prices. At this time the sun is lower in the sky
which is great for photography, the days are cooling off and the
weather might be a little temperamental, but this is all part of
experiencing wild Antarctica.t

OUR MOST POPULAR ITINERARIES
With hundreds of Antarctic voyages departing every season, how
do you know just which one is right for you? When thinking about
which voyage will be perfect for you, it’s a good idea to first
consider; when you can travel; how long you have to travel; what
experiences are important to you and what sort of budget you
have.
In the Antarctic Peninsula, there are 5 main itineraries, which are
the most common Antarctic itineraries and these are listed below,
with a couple of additional itineraries that are also very popular.
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ANTARCTIC PENINSULA CLASSIC
Duration: 9-12 days
Departure Dates: November – March
Prices from: AUD$7,000* per person Quad / Triple berth
Prices from: AUD$9,000* per person Twin berth
Departing from: Ushuaia, Argentina
Affectionately known as the ‘Classic Antarctica’ itinerary, these
provide a perfect introduction to Antarctica. Classic Antarctica
itineraries may come under varying voyage names, but
essentially if it is a 10-12 day Antarctic voyage it will be following
the ‘classic route’. These voyages typically have around 4 – 6 days
of exploring Antarctica and the South Shetland Islands.
The classic route explores the western coastline of the Antarctic
Peninsula as well as the South Shetland Islands. This side of the
Peninsula provides the highlights – abundant wildlife sites,
Deception Island, the Lemaire Channel and numerous research
bases. If you are travelling with children, these voyages are
usually the most accommodating.
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ANTARCTIC CIRCLE CROSSING
Duration: 12-15 days
Departure dates: December – March
Prices from: AUD$11,000* per person Quad / Triple berth
Prices from: AUD$12,000* per person Twin berth
Departing from: Ushuaia, Argentina & Punta Arenas, Chile
For those looking to tick the ‘Antarctic Circle box’ or simply have
more time exploring Antarctica, our Antarctic Circle options are a
great choice. These voyages start operating in December, but
peak in February and March when ice conditions are most
favourable.
Travelling further south on the Antarctic Peninsula to reach the
Antarctic Circle will see you enter narrow ice-filled channels.
Wildlife will begin to thin out however it’s a great opportunity for
whale and orca experiences this far south. Antarctic Circle
voyages are usually always 12+ days and spend around 6 – 9 days
exploring Antarctica and the South Shetland Islands.
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ANTARCTIC PENINSULA & WEDDELL SEA
Duration: 12-15 days
Departure dates: December – March
Prices from: AUD$11,000* per person Quad / Triple berth
Prices from: AUD$13,000* per person Twin berth
Departing from: Ushuaia, Argentina & Punta Arenas, Chile
The Weddell Sea is home to huge glaciers and tabular icebergs,
where most of the Antarctic Peninsula icebergs calve from. It is
one of our favourite itineraries and often the forgotten Antarctic
Itinerary. Located on the eastern coastline, these itineraries
explore the west and eastern coastlines of the Peninsula, which
provides for an incredibly diverse Antarctic experience.
The Weddell Sea is about experiencing the grandeur of Antarctic
geology. It is here in the Weddell Sea that most of the Antarctic
Peninsula’s icebergs calve and then drift through the Antarctic
Sound and around to the western coastline. Here in the Weddell
Sea, you’ll experience glacier and tabular icebergs of immense
proportions and if you are lucky, you may even spy an Emperor
penguin from Snow Hill Island.
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FLY/CRUISE ANTARCTICA
Duration: 6-15 days
Departure dates: December – March
Prices from: AUD$12,500* per person Quad / Triple berth
Prices from: AUD$15,000* per person Twin berth
Departing from: Punta Arenas, Chile
If you or your travel partner are nervous about crossing the
Drake Passage or you are short on time, then our extensive
selection of Fly/Cruise voyages will be just the ticket for you. Our
Fly/Cruise voyages have 2 distinct itinerary options available:
* Fly both ways across the Drake Passage
* Fly one way and sail the other.
Voyages that fly both ways across the Drake Passage are
restricted in where they can travel to, as the voyage must begin
and end at King George Island on the South Shetland Islands as
this is where the airport is located. Voyages that fly one way and
cruise one way have a great level of flexibility. Fly only voyages
can only travel up and down the Antarctic Peninsula, while the Fly
one way / Cruise one-way options are open to exploring the
Weddell Sea, South Georgia, and the Falkland Islands.
Because of the charter flight, these voyages are usually more
expensive than a standard voyage and while the total duration of
the voyage may seem comparatively short, you do not have the
3-4 days at sea crossing the Drake Passage. So in actual fact, even
though the total voyage time is shorter, often these voyages will
allow for a longer period of time in Antarctica due to the 2-hour
flights.
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Dedicated ‘Fly both ways’ voyages are only able to operate from
November through until early March due to the weather
conditions at the airport on King George Island, Antarctica. Fly
and cruise options are more flexible as they can use the airport
on Stanley, Falkland Islands and may operate from October
through until March.Add a little bit of body text
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ANTARCTICA, SOUTH GEORGIA &
FALKLAND ISLANDS
Duration: 18-24 days
Departure dates: October – March
Shoulder Season: (Oct)
Prices from: AUD$12,000* per person Quad / Triple berth
Prices from: AUD$13,000* per person Twin berth
Peak Season (Dec-Jan)
Prices from: AUD$17,999* per person Quad / Triple berth
Prices from: AUD$22,999* per person Twin berth
Departing from: Buenos Aires, Puerto Madryn, Ushuaia;
Argentina, Montevideo; Uruguay & Punta Arenas; Chile
These extended voyages are our all-encompassing itineraries,
bringing together all the best elements Antarctica and the subAntarctic islands have to offer. You’ll experience the history and
tribulations that surround the Falkland Islands, wildlife on a
grand scale in South Georgia and be in awe of the pristine
landscapes of the Antarctic Peninsula. These voyages usually
spend around 4 full days in the Antarctic Peninsula, 3-4 days
around South Georgia and 1-2 days at the Falkland Islands.
Traditional cruise options are available as are Fly/Cruise options.
The truly great thing about these voyages is that throughout the
entire season they will tick almost every box. As South Georgia is
further north than the Antarctic Peninsula and outside the
Antarctic Convergence, its warmer temperatures mean penguin
chicks hatch much earlier.
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The wildlife here is also non-migratory (why would you leave,
seriously) and from October right through to March South
Georgia is thriving. If this voyage is a dream of yours and you
don’t think you have the budget, we’d suggest looking at some
of our options in October as these voyages offer exceptional
value.
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ROSS SEA & COMMONWEALTH BAY
Duration: 25 – 35 days
Departure Dates: January – February
Commonwealth Bay & Mawson’s Hut
Prices from: AUD$28,000* per person Twin berth
The Ross Sea
Prices from: AUD$30,900* per person Twin berth
Departing from: Bluff, New Zealand & Hobart, Australia
COMMONWEALTH BAY: Cape Denison lies at the very head of
Commonwealth Bay and is the site of Sir Douglas Mawson’s hut
from the historic 1911-1913 expedition, a well preserved time
capsule from a great era of exploration. This is one of the most
exclusive places on earth – more people have stood at the top of Mt
Everest than have stood inside this historic hut. An expedition to
Commonwealth Bay will also visit Port Martin, the site of 100
grounded icebergs, allowing our guests to get up close and view
these amazing sites; and Dumont d’Urville, the French base
renowned for its rich local wildlife, including colonies of Adelie and
Emperor penguins. The region is one of the richest areas for
seabirds and supports breeding colonies of Emperor and Adélie
penguins, snow petrels, Antarctic petrels, Wilson’s storm petrels,
cape petrels, southern giant petrels, Antarctic fulmars and skuas.
Voyages to Commonwealth Bay depart in mid-December and midJanuary. We recommend travelling on the January voyage where
possible, to give yourself the best chances of making it to Cape
Denison and experiencing Mawson’s Hut.
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THE ROSS SEA: Our Ross Sea voyages take you to the very heart of
Antarctica, one of the most remote, untouched regions on our
planet. Travelling a sea route that takes you into the far south,
navigating sea-ice rich with wildlife including the elusive Emperor
penguin, seabirds, seals and whales. History abounds – the Ross
Sea is home to historic huts left by heroic polar explorers Scott and
Shackleton and the mysterious Dry Valleys. Mount Erebus
dominates Ross Island against the dramatic backdrop of the Ross
Ice shelf, while gigantic Adelie penguin colonies dominate Cape
Adare, the towering Admiralty Mountains at Cape Hare.
Voyages to the Ross Sea depart in January and February. As these
voyages travel so far south it simply is not possible for them to
leave any earlier.
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HOW TO GET TO YOU ANTARCTIC CRUISE
When considering your travel to the port town where you will
board your expedition to Antarctica, you will first need to
understand which country your voyage arrives and departs from.
Our expeditions operate in two very distinct regions of
Antarctica;
1) The Antarctica Peninsula (beneath South America)
2) The Ross Sea & Commonwealth Bay (beneath Australian &
New Zealand)
Voyages travelling to the Antarctic Peninsula will almost always
start and finish in South America. This is because the Antarctic
Peninsula sweeps northward to almost reach out and touch the
southern tip of South America. Voyages to the Ross Sea &
Commonwealth Bay depart from the most southerly ports of
New Zealand and Australia, however, you are still going to need
5-6 days sailing to arrive in Antarctica on these voyages.

ANTARCTIC PENINSULA CRUISES
Our Antarctic Peninsula cruises are the most popular, primarily as
they’re the most affordable and time efficient, the dramatic
decline in flight prices to South America over recent years, has
also opened up access for Australians and New Zealanders to
travel to South America.
Getting There: Voyages to the Antarctic Peninsula can start and
finish in three countries, the most common being Argentina,
followed by Chile and Uruguay.
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It is important to differentiate voyages to the Antarctic Peninsula
as being ‘cruise only’ or ‘Fly / Cruise’, as this directly affects the
regions the expedition start and finish.
From Melbourne or the east coast of Australia, Qantas and
LATAM service both Santiago and Buenos Aires, while Air New
Zealand services just Buenos Aires. It is important to consider if
your voyage will utilise a Chilean port, as using Air New Zealand’s
service departing Buenos Aires, Argentina is difficult unless you
are travelling overland around your voyage.
From Adelaide or the west coast of Australia, you may like to
consider Qatar or Emirates. Often these routes can be well
priced, however, with extended stopovers, these routes are
rarely more efficient than flying to the east coast to begin your
travel. Qantas, LATAM and Air New Zealand all have services that
will get you to your voyage. From Adelaide and Perth often the
Air New Zealand connections are really good, these flights are
into Buenos Aires though. So you should consider if your voyage
starts/finishes in Ushuaia, Argentina or Punta Arenas, Chile.
Upon arrival in South America, you can utilise LATAM or
Aerolineas Argentina’s local services to connect through to your
embarkation and disembarkation ports. You may also like to
consider travelling overland to arrive at your embarkation point.
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CRUISE ONLY VOYAGES
Cruise only Antarctic Peninsula cruises generally utilise ports in
Argentina and Uruguay, however, there is a small number that
depart from Punta Arenas, Chile. You will need to make sure
that you arrive in your embarkation port town the day prior to
your embarkation. A number of our expeditions will include
Day 1 as an arrival day, to gather the group. Please check your
itinerary, if Day 1 is an arrival day or embarkation day and plan
accordingly.
When departing a cruise only voyage, you can do so on the day
of your disembarkation, you must not book a flight departing
any earlier than 11am.
Cruise Ports utilised include;
1) Ushuaia, Argentina
2) Buenos Aires, Argentina
3) Puerto Madryn, Argentina
4) Montevideo, Uruguay
5) Punta Arenas, Chile

FLY / CRUISE VOYAGES
All Fly / Cruise voyages utilise the airport of Punta Arenas, Chile.
However, from Punta Arenas your flight may take you to
Stanley in the Falkland Islands or King George Island, Antarctica
to begin your expedition.
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You will need to be very clear on checking your embarkation
and disembarkation details around Fly / Cruise voyages. Often
they operate in combination, where they will fly to Antarctica
and cruise back to South America or vice versa. This means
that your embarkation and disembarkation ports can often be
different on these voyages.
You must always arrive 1 day prior to your embarkation day for
fly /cruise voyages. For voyages that return to Chile by flight,
we recommend overnighting in Punta Arenas, before travelling
on the following day.
Airports Ports utilised include:
1) Punta Arenas, Chile
2) Puerto Williams, Chile
3) King George Island, Antarctica
4) Stanley, Falkland Islands

AIRLINES
INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS:
Qantas (QF) – Code shares with LATAM daily to Santiago via
Auckland and has direct flights between Sydney and Santiago
departing on Sunday, Tuesday and Wednesdays.
LATAM (LA) – Has daily services to Santiago via Auckland and
direct services Melbourne to Santiago on Monday, Thursday
and Saturdays.
Air New Zealand (NZ) – Has direct services between Auckland
and Buenos Aires departing on Wednesday, Friday and
Sundays.
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SEARCH FLIGHT DEALS:
Qantas: https://www.qantas.com/au/en/flight-deals/citypairs.html/syd/scl/economy/lowest
LATAM: https://www.latam.com/en_au/flightsdestinations/chile/santiago-de-chile/
Air NZ: https://www.airnewzealand.com.au/cheap-flights-tosouth-america
DOMESTIC FLIGHTS:
Aerlineas Argentina (AR)– Offer numerous services between
all Argentina airports, as well as Chile and Uruguay. Aerolineas
Argentina offers an Airpass for flights inside Argentina when
booking 3 or more flights.
LATAM (LA) – Offer the widest selection of internal flight
routes inside South America. LATAM offer the South Americawide LATAM Airpass to package your internal flights, available
when arriving on an LA ticket.
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ROSS SEA & COMMONWEALTH BAY
CRUISES
Voyages to the Ross Sea and Commonwealth Bay certainly
require an extra commitment, these voyages venture to some of
the most remote territories accessible by tourists so require 2635 days at sea.
Getting there: While the travel to this region of Antarctica is
more difficult, fortunately for Australians and New Zealanders
these voyages depart from our backyards. The majority of The
Ross Sea & Commonwealth Bay voyages will depart from Bluff,
New Zealand, which is a small port town just outside the town of
Invercargill, New Zealand. A small number of voyages may
departure Hobart, Australia, although they do not always depart
every year.
Voyages departing Bluff, New Zealand; from Auckland or
Christchurch connect on a flight to Invercargill (IVC). It is
important that you arrive in town the night prior to your
embarkation and the Kelvin Hotel is often used as a base. On
disembarkation, you can depart after 12 pm.
Voyages departing Hobart, Australia; from almost all Australian
Capital cities you can connect directly to Hobart or via
Sydney/Melbourne. It is important, to arrive 1 day prior to
embarkation again. On disembarkation, you can depart after 12
pm.
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Ports utilised include:
1) Bluff, New Zealand
2) Hobart, Australia

AIRLINES
Hobart Flights (HBA): Flights are available daily Australia wide
into Hobart, Tasmania. Depending on where you live you may
have to connect through Sydney or Melbourne. Currently
Qantas, Virgin Australia and Jetstar all service Hobart on a daily
basis.
Invercargill Flights (IVC): Flights are available into Invercargill
from inside New Zealand on a daily basis. Air New Zealand is the
major airline servicing the region, however other services are
provided by Virgin and Jetstar.
If you are travelling from the east coast of Australia you should
be able to connect to Invercargill on the same day. From other
parts of Australia you may need to allow two days travel time.
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ADVENTURE ACTIVITIES
With such an incredible display of nature and wildlife in
Antarctica, our adventure activities will ensure that you bring
out your inner adventurer.
When planning to set sail on your trip of a lifetime, you can
create your own adventure from the many unique experiences
on offer. How many times will you find yourself at the end of
the Earth? Get into the spirit of a true adventurer and enhance
your expedition by:
CAMPING:
Away from the hum and comfort of your ship, you will be
immersed in the peaceful Antarctic mainland overnight, just as
the early explorers would have done. With all of the benefits of
camping in nature and the equipment provided for you, you will
gain a different insight into the continent you travelled to the end
of the Earth to explore. You may even awake to inquisitive
morning visitors to your camp, don’t worry there are no Polar
bears here! Many expeditions now offer Antarctic camping, but
with numbers generally limited, it’s best to book ahead. Prices
range from being inclusive, up to AUD$500 per person.
Search Antarctica Camping Voyages

SEA KAYAKING:
Take in the spectacular surroundings quietly and peacefully
under your own steam in a sea kayak and in close proximity to
the icebergs and wildlife than a Zodiac can achieve. You will gain
insight into the animals who make their living from both the land
and sea, as you meet up with your fellow passengers during
landings. Antarctic sea kayaking will see you paddling through icy
waters in the comfort of your drysuit, drifting past icebergs,
exploring the rugged coastline and becoming apart of your
surroundings. You may spy seals sunbaking on the ice, penguins
busying themselves fishing and building their rookeries, and birds
flying overhead as you slip by. Extensive experience is not
required, but it is recommended if you have not kayaked before,
to take a few lessons prior to your voyage. Prices range from
being inclusive, up to AUD $2,000 per person.
Search Antarctica Sea Kayaking Voyages
POLAR SCUBA DIVING:
Want to experience more than the tip of the iceberg? Dive into
another world with expeditions providing polar scuba diving.
Explore the Antarctic ocean’s glaciers, giant icebergs, and witness
the wildlife drawn to the waters rich with krill. Polar scuba diving
will give you the chance to see seals and penguins in their most
active and graceful state. Add depth to your Antarctic adventure,
lead by expert polar diving guides. Prices range from AUD$750 to
AUD$1,250 per person, equipment not provided. A high level of
dry suit experience and your own gear is required in order to
participate.
Search Antarctica Scuba Diving Voyages
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POLAR SNORKELLING
With many of the spectacular benefits of diving expeditions,
without the need to be a qualified and experienced diver, polar
snorkelling allows you to visit the underwater world. See
beneath the surface of Antarctica and explore the coastline from
below, in the comfort of your drysuit. Snorkelling gives you the
opportunity to see penguins diving and darting for their dinner,
glaciers, icebergs, seals and starfish, and all of the magic that
happens under the sea. Approximately AUD$600 per person.
Search Antarctica Polar Snorkelling Voyages
HELICOPTER TOURS
Get a birds-eye view of the exotic land and seascapes when you
take a trip up into the blue. Give yourself the best chance of
seeing the penguin family’s largest and most famous member,
the Emperor Penguin, on the Weddell Sea – In Search of Emperor
Penguins with Helicopters expedition. Whether or not you meet
these superstars, you won’t regret getting up, up and away.
Search Antarctica Helicopter Tours Voyages
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SNOWSHOEING
Allowing you to experience more of the Antarctic mainland, with
no previous experience necessary, snowshoeing ease’s walking
in powdery conditions and on uphill slopes. Led by expert
guides, you will reach some of the Antarctic coastlines’ best
vantage points, giving you a better perspective of the majestic
slice of paradise you have travelled so far to see. Snowshoeing is
generally inclusive but may be at an additional cost.
Search Antarctica Snowshoeing Voyages
PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOPS & MASTERCLASS’
With Kodak-moments a-plenty, you’ll want to get the best out of
your equipment. Learn from the talented photographers
accompanying you on your journey, with workshops on the ship
and out on location. Select ships also offer a Photography
Masterclass with award-winning photographers. Bringing
professional experience both in the trade and the Antarctic
conditions, their tips and tricks will assist you to translate your
favourite moments into lasting mementoes. Workshops are
generally inclusive, Masterclass prices can be provided on
request.
Search Antarctica Photography Voyages
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SKIING IN ANTARCTICA
Expedition cruising doesn’t have to mean spending the crisp
Antarctic summer days on the ship! Antarctic skiing includes
options for day-trips through to following Shackleton’s journey
across South Georgia over multiple days. Summit and ski a range
of landscapes, from the snowy peaks to long open slopes. You’ll
find pristine powder without the crowds on your Antarctic alpine
adventure. Prices vary up to AUD$1250 per person.
Search Antarctica Skiing Voyages
For the more serious skier looking to conquer more challenging
peaks, our programs onboard the Icebird are designed for you.
Exploring South Georgia or Antarctica with some of the most
experienced mountain and ski guides, you will climb and
descend high alpine peaks, often looking for virgin peaks, never
before skied. These month-long expeditions start at USD$22,600
per person.
Search Antarctica Icebird Skiing Voyages
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MOUNTAINEERING
If you feel the ship-based activities will be crampon’ your style,
book ahead for mountaineering. A greater physical challenge
than regular snowshoeing or hiking, mountaineering will take
you into glaciated areas, and usually requires relevant prior
experience. Get to new heights and gain a new perspective from
Antarctica’s alpine peaks.
Search Antarctica Mountaineering Voyages
STAND UP PADDLE BOARDING
What’s SUP? A cross between surfing and kayaking, stand-up
paddleboarding allows you to discover Antarctica’s wonders with
very little between you and your breathtaking surroundings.
Head out on calm waters exploring the beautiful bays and in
search of close encounters with the local characters.
Search Antarctica IStand Up Paddle Boarding Voyages
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